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Okanogan is where it happened. We'll have to have a 

new windshield for sure. 

 

North Cascades are always impressive, but after 

being so intimate with the Canadian Rockies, it was 

hard to build up some oohs and aahs for good old 

North Cascades.  

 

 

We had our very first meal in a restaurant since we 

left home at Marblemont at 4:45 when we ate beef 

stew. Can't believe how well we got along being 

totally self-sufficient as far as food was concerned. I 

thought we would tire of fixing all the meals, but it 

turned out to be a winner.  

 

Sure saves the travel money! 

 

We sailed in to Susan's free motel at 7:11, all tired 

but happy. She wasn't home, so we ate, washed and 

slept and got off to an early start for home. Had 

driven 453 miles today. 

 

Home by noon July 13. Drove 1925 miles, spent 

$226.09 on motels, 2 nights at Susan's, one night at 

Weirs, bought gas mostly Canadian at 45C a litre, 

that one meal out for about $6 and groceries.  

 

What a deal. When do we start out again?  
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TO THE SOURCE OF THE COLUMBIA 

July 4 to 13, 1986 

 

By Dorothy Churchill 

 

I wanted to step over the very source of  the 

Columbia River since we live at the very mouth 

where it dumps into the sea, so we headed for 

Canada. 
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July 4th 

 

We celebrated Miss Liberty Day by setting ourselves 

free for an exploratory trip with no reservations and 

only one goal--to have a good vacation and find the 

beginnings of our great river of the west. Susan 

invited us to use her apartment for the jumping off 

place, so we first headed straight for Seattle. 

Left home at 1:15, had coffee in Centralia at the 

park by the loci, and arrived at Susan's at 5 pm. 

Good start. 

 

July 5 

 

Up and off by 9 am with the determination to find 

Susan's new mall where she has just started work as 

a promotion director for the Renton Center Mall. 

Think we found it.  

 

Took Highway 405 to Everett and check in with Roy 

and Elaine Kachel in Marysville. They have a 

charming home with many fabulous innovations to 

display Roy and Elaine's very outstanding talents. 

Had a lovely lunch and good visit. By 12:30 we were 

on our way across Highway 2 and Stevens Pass. 
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Went over a bridge that was built in 1908, 10 years 

before I was born!  We noticed a sign that read, 

"Ranged MacDonald graveside this way", so 

naturally, since we are noted shunpikers, we turned 

there on a little side road. We kept looking for the 

grave site, but never found it.  

 

Instead, we came across a ghost town that must 

have been Old Toroda. What a spot for 

photographers. Relic of a small settlement. 

 

Four main building and as many smaller ones. All 

tumbled down. Birds flying in the house. Really 

picturesque.  

 

Maxine Carter would go for it as a photographer. 

Came out at Wauconda, Washington,  at 12:35pm. 

This was the junction for Highway 20, North 

Cascades hiway.  

 

 
 

We hit gravel road conditions and had a windshield 

pitting event. At 2 p.m. July 12 12 miles West of 
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Saw where Tom and his brother ran a grocery store 

at Warfield, in 1939. The big tank building of the 

smelter is 3 backs long--largest building in B.C. They 

refine lead by electrolysis. We drove by the site of 

Fort Shepherd, a fur trading post.  Also saw the 

Waneta dam. Cominco's hydroelectric. Coming 

means Consolidated Mining and Smelter Co. 

 

Put our heads down to rest in Weir's master 

bedroom in new sheets after a treat of broiled steak 

dinner with Jo.Jo potatoes. Very nice. 

 

July 12 

 

Up at 7, out by 8 am after nice breakfast of home 

canned peaches at Weir's. They followed us to 

Castlegar to Hiway3. Went past Christina Lake, the 

warmest lake in Canada, past the turn off for 

Rossland. Wanted to catch the gold mine tour there, 

but had to put it off for another time. It is the Le Roi 

Gold mine. 

 

Got to Grand Forks 10:10am. We counted up our 

Canadian money and invested it in liquor for Susan 

(since we don't drink any more) and paid $14.60 

Canadian for it. Went through Danville customs at 

the border, and lost the yellow yarrow Alta dug for 

me. Strange reaction to being back in the states. 

Something unexplainable says this is home. 

 

First point of particular interest in the good ole US 

of A was Curlew, which you could not honestly call a 

town.  
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Being fresh from Kachels, we were watching for the 

Cascade railroad tunnel, and sure enough, we saw 

the western end opening of it.  

 

Sam wished for a train coming thru it, and as we 

proceeded on east about 16 miles we spotted a west-

bound train, so we turned right around and beat it 

back to the tunnel opening for the pix.  

 

We found a side road turn off and took it just in the 

nick of time to catch that old train emerging from 

the hole. I think this is going to be a train-type-trip, 

alright.  

 

The tunnel is 7.8 miles long and is the longest tunnel 

in the Western Hemisphere. 
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Built in 1929. the Cacade Tunnel took the train 20 

minutes to traverse.  Noticed old railroad show sheds 

across the canyon as we steamed toward the summit.  

 

Elevation of Stevens Pass is 4061 feet. Hot. Through 

Cashmere and getting ready to stop. 

 

On to Wenatchee and stayed at the Starlight Motel. 

From this day forward, we established the new 

policy of renting a motel room with a kitchenette so 

we could do our own meals. It worked out so well, I 

doubt that we will ever travel without kitchenettes 

again.  

 

We rented the motel, moved in, went shopping for 

food, fixed dinner, had breakfast and packed the 

lunch for the next day. It was a very successful way 

to travel, and as a result of that habit, we can cut 

our daily travel expenses in half. All motels seemed 

to have motel taxes. This one 

was $30.00 plus $2.25 for 

$32.25. 

 

July 6 

 

Up early. Visited the Rock 

Island Dam.  

 

After David Thompson 

cruised the Columbia in 

1811, the river waited 120 

years before a dam crossed 

its path.  
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Up the river a way is the saw mill and pulp mill rim 

by Chinese. The river is almost as wide across in 

front of Weir's place as it is in Astoria.  

 

Great expanse of green lawn between their cabin 

and the Peaceful and quiet. Lovely place to be. They 

have gardens of flowers and veggies. Wood burning 

stove in the kitchen that felt great. 

 

Took a little ride around Castlegar. Saw the 

Doughboy’s special place where they honor their 

dead leader, Peter Lordly. Beautiful park with fruit 

trees and flower gardens all immaculately tended by 

2 young Dukhobors. They believe in toil and peace 

and that life is bread, salt and water. Kootenay 

means river people. Sign on Weir's car port--"Weir 

Here" 

 

We drove across the dam by Weir's place and went 

on in to Trail, where they have their other house. We 

had coffee an' then another exploratory trip around 

Trail where the Cominco smelter is. It is a giant. 

Dominates the entire town. 
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On to Creston at 

the foot of 

Kootenay Lake. 

Nice town noted 

for its fruit. Stayed 

at the Empire 

hotel in Creston 

B.C. $38.52.  

 

Called Tom and 

Alta Weir and 

made a date to see 

them next day. 

 

July 11     

 

Alan's 40th birthday. Up early. Rainy. Left Creston 

at 7, called Al for his birthday and he was at the 

dentist. Crossed the Kootenay high mountain pass, 

with signs of "watch for caribou" but didn't see any. 

Scenery reminded us of going up to Mr. Rainier. All 

mountain country from CreSalmoto Nalmo. Came to 

the junction of TCastlegarastlegae. Stayed on 

Highway 3 to Castlegar.  

 

Called Tom and Alta and they gave us directions to 

their place in Castlegar. Took the free ferry across 

the Columbia, and found their house. Wonderful 

place on the river. 

 

They call it a lake, but it is actually the Columbia 

River as it comes through the Arrow Lakes and  

Keenleyside Dam which is 20 years old.  
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Rock Island was the first. This was private 

enterprise. Built by Puget Sound Light and Power. 

 

We were in Ben Snipes country.  

 

 
 

The Caribou Cattle Trail crossed the coulee from 

Oregon to Caribou and Thompson in 1859 to 1868. 

Thanks, Dad, for writing your Ben Snipes story.  

Passed Sun Lakes watched them water skiing and 

visited the Dry Falls interpretive center. Like Grand 

Canyon, there was a look-out built out over the 

chasm, and it is awesome. 

 

 
 

About 20 million years ago during the Miocene time, 

the landscape of Central Washington consisted of 
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mountains, valleys, lakes and plants in moist 

temperate climate.  

 

Then during late Miocene and early Pliocene lava 

flooded 200,000 square miles of the Pacific 

Northwest.  

 

Flow after flow built 

a thickness of over 

6,000 feet. The earth 

crust began to sink 

into the space left by 

lava. This left a 

depressed lava plain 

known as the 

Columbia Basin 

plateau. 

 

The Columbia River 

was forced into its 

present course by the 

northwesterly 

advancing lava. As 

the lava flowed, it 

covered insects and animals and fish, thus fossils.  

 

After the lava stopped flowing, forces within the 

earth caused folding and uplifting, With the 

Pleistocene time about 1 million years ago, the 

temperature cooled, and the Ice Age began. Great 

accumulation of snow and ice caused glaciers 4100 ft. 

thick in some areas. It moved south, damning rivers 

and creating lakes in Wash., Idaho and Montana. 

 

One lake grew and eventually broke thru the ice 
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Over 40 buildings and structures have been restored 

or reconstructed since 1961 to portray life between 

1890 and 1905. There is a steam railway there, so 

that is where we went first. Two locis--a Dunrobin 

and the Shay. The train had just left on its 20 

minute ride around the area, so Sam just poked 

around there while I joined the group standing in 

line to attend the Wild Horse Theatre showing "Fort 

Steele Flinging" Seniors: $4.00. 

 

Six professional actors have a lot of fun singing and 

horsing around with a very attentive audience. 

Wonderful black dancer Joey Hollingsworth was 

worth the price of admission. Sam "did" the rest of 

the town. The reason it became ghost town is 

because the B.C. Southern R.R. bypassed Fort Steele 

in 1898 and went through Cranbrook. Fort Steele's 

steady decline started then. 

 

In 1890--1892, the Sullivan and North Star mines 

caused a boom in activity, and Fort Steele looked 

like it would be the hub of transportation since it 

was on the Kootanay River, the Walla Walla Trail, 

and Golden-White Horse trail.  

 

Steamboats, stage coaches and freight wagons 

provided transportation in the region to Golden 160 

miles north, Jennings, Montana 110 miles south to 

connect to railway lines. 

 

In 1896 CPR started another line to handle all the 

mine products, and Fort Steele thought it would be 

the hub. CPR found cheaper land and that was the 

end of Fort Steele. 
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We entered the earth for about 2 or 3 blocks on an 

incline. At places, we saw equipment stored and saw 

the 2 million dollar drill just sitting there doing 

nothing. At the end of the line, there were benches 

for us to sit where we watched a video story of the 

Sullivan Mine. Couldn't believe we were in the bowls 

of the earth watching TV. 

Back over to the mall, I wandering into a bookstore 

with a copy of "Me and the Model T", and sold it to 

the nice guy for $6.00 Canadian. Took Sam to coffee 

to celebrate that.  

 

Loved Kimberley. Want to come back here. Since 

there were 2 ways to go to Cranbrook--one via 

Kimberley and one by Fort Steele, we decided to 

retrace our steps and catch Fort Steele, since we 

heard so much about it.  

 

Fort Steele Heritage Provincial Heritage Park is a 

museum—like Barkerville. A complete town restored 

to the turn of the century. 
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dam, allowing a tremendous volume of water to rush 

across northern Idaho and Eastern Wash.  

 

The largest lake that formed in the Pacific 

Northwest during the Ice Age was Glacial Lake 

Missoula the lake that spawned the flood. This lake 

covered 3,000 square miles--half the volume of 

present day Lake Michigan. 

 

 
 

The flood scoured the land carving the scab lands. 

Three major torrents flowed simultaneously, and at 

times criss-crossed their channels until the 500 cubic 

miles of water stored in Glacial Lake Missoula had 

drained away. It is estimated to have lasted about 1 

month. 

 

Here is Dry Falls, the skeleton of one of the greatest 

waterfalls. It is 32 miles wide and has a drop of over 

400 feet. Niagara is only one mile wide with a drop 

of 165 feet.  Dry Falls could make a hundred 

Niagaras.  
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It is a sight to see. We enjoyed being there again, 

and set up our picnic at a table near the interpretive 

center.  

 

Pleasant weather. Then 

on toward Grand Coulee 

Dam and passed 

steamboat rock.  

 

Sam remembered 

Steamboat Rock when he 

went by it in 1939. Now 

it's a jutting rock from the desert floor, 800 ft. high, 2 

mi long, bordering an irrigation storage lake. 

 

We got to Grand Coulee Dam at 1:20, and at 1:30  

they open the gates and let some water over the dam 

for the tourists. Guess what? We were just in time--

again.  

 

Coulee Dam was started in 1933, took 8 years to 

build and is the largest concrete structure in the 

world.   
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The Sullivan Mine was named for one of four men 

who discovered the ore body in 1892. The Corninco 

Company acquired it in 1909 and established it as 

the largest lead-zinc mine in the world. Smelting is 

done in Trail. The ore body is 300 feet high but 

varies in thickness of the vein. Much of the ore has 

been mined, but it will last 7 years more. Then they 

move to Alaska to the Red Dog find.     

 

We visited the 3900 level tunnel. Here much 

equipment was displayed for us to examine, as the 

mine was not working, due to depressed market. 

Huge 26 ton earth movers that were used down 

inside the mine looked like they were big enough for 

Mars. Saw drillers, men movers, trucks, all 

impressive in size. We walked down the 3900 level 

tunnel just a few feet - enough to feel the air surging 

out of the mine. 

 

Ventilation is astounding. Air flow is continuous. In 

one minute 1,400,000 cubic feet of air passes through 

the mine. Most of the air is forced into the mine by 5 

intakes faros at the surface. Secondary fans boost 

the air out. Half the air is heated during winter 

months. 

 

Back into the bus for another stop at the open-pit 

area. This is near the site of the original discovery. 

From here, we were issued hard hats with chin 

straps and led down into the hole. Walking was 

hazardous, wet and slippery. Wish we had brought 

along our flashlight. The guides took us down into 

the 4600 level.  
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The city center is a pedestrian mall about a block 

long with Bavarian style business houses on each 

side of the street. Many lamp posts with hanging 

baskets, beautiful flowers, benches, gazebos, 

Bavarian beer pubs, specialty shops, restaurants, 

bakeriesuever3rthing, just like Leavenworth. 

 

We preferred  Kimberly to Leavonworth. We 

patronized one of the pubs, had a couple of Bavarian 

beers (delicious) and got tucked into our motel. 

 

July 10 

 

Noticed the sign for the Sullivan Underground Mine 

tour, so qued up at 8 to get a seat on the bus. The 

Cominco Ltd. offers guided tours each day, but you 

have to get a ticket on the first come basis. We got 

down early, had coffee on the mall from the darling 

bakery, and were reminded that we were lucky not 

to be smokers, since cigarettes were $19.49 a carton. 

Now: We met interesting people waiting to go on the 

tour, and our guide was a retired Cominco employee 

named Jack Soden. He was a honey. 
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It contains 12 million cubic yards of concrete. It 

creates Roosevelt Lake which extends to the 

Canadian border. The interpretive center offers a 

movie in the upstairs of the building and is worth 

the time. 

 

We drove across the dam to the site of the 3rd power 

house where you can ride the elevator to the power 

house.  

 

Eleven towns were displaced by the dam affecting 

more than 3,000 people. New towns were created 

and men put to work in troubled times. About 80 

men were killed at the dam, and emergencies caused 

panic when in 1937 they thought the cofferdam was 

leaking. One of the cells burst, and men spent the 

rest of the day and night stemming the leak.  

 

Fifteen years later, long since it had become a 

working dam, it had another narrow escape from 

disaster. A dam employee pushed the wrong lever 

and let water flood within the 8 miles of tunnels in 

the dam. 

 

Next stop was Nespelem. We 

just noticed the roadside 

historical marker about 

Chief Joseph, which said he 

was buried in Nespelern.  

 

We asked the nearest Native 

American who directed us to 

the town's cemetery, and 

sure enough, there he was. 

Very modest grave-site. 
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On across the Colville Indian reservation on 

highway 155 to Oak, where we spotted a motel with 

a kitchenette. Stayed at Motel Nicholas for $35.48. 

Very nice spot about 1 block from Highway 97. 

 

July 7 

 

Left Omnak on hiway 97 at 9:15. Arrived Oroville at 

10:45 and stopped at the visitor's info center for 

coffee and last look at US of A.  

 

 
 

Crossed the border at Osoyos, British Columbia with 

passports in hand ready for anything, but the officer 

just asked a few questions and liked our looks 

enough to pass out the maps and send us on our 

way.  

 

Through Oliver BC (has a Sunnyside furniture store) 

and Penticton. Penticton, population 23,000, is 

between Lakes Skaha and Okanogan. 

 

The airport is right in town at the Lake shore. 
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Arrived Kimberly at 5pm, and took the first motel 

we saw-the North. We moved in, then went down 

town to see what was going on. Noticed a sign for a 

train ride, so went up the hill to the city park, which 

was lovely.  

 

Had all kinds of recreation facilities, and a cute little 

train that had 4 mining type engine and cars. It cost 

$2.00 each and lasted 20 minutes. We went around 

the park, saw the entrance to the Sullivan lead and 

zinc mine, and rode a trestle that was 25 feet off the 

ground. Narrated. 

 

The train is operated by the Bavarian City Mining 

Railway, part of the Kimberley Bavarian Society. 

The trip was bumpy but fun. I bought a mug with 

the RR on it, which I gave to Tom Weir when we got 

to Trail.  

 

Kimberley is the highest city in Canada.  It calls 

itself the Bavarian City of the Rockies. It is a good 

example of a community looking to its own future.  

 

The Cominco Company which owns the Sullivan 

Nine makes it almost a company town, but they 

realized the mine would be finished in time, so in 

1972 and 1973, they had the foresight to appeal to 

tourism for survival when the mine was finished.  

 

Bavarianization took hold. 
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At 2:45 mile # 1022 from home, we found the Source 

of our river--Columbia Lake. We spotted the north 

end of the river and went down to a little out-of-the-

way park, walked out on the rocks, took off our shoes 

and dangled our feet in the very first creation of the 

river as it left the lake and found a river channel. 

 

Picked up some rock to remember the place by, and 

wondered why the spot wasn't commercialized for 

tourists.  

 

 
 

Surely there must be many of us who were charged 

with the curiosity about the beginnings of a 1200 

mile river.  

 

We turned back and drove over a bridge that 

identified the Columbia River, then found a place 

called Fairmont Hot Springs where a future site for 

retirement village was planned. The river had 

already become a force of rippling, fishing type 

water. 
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Beautiful overlook before ore you get into town. We 

traveled along side Lake Okanogan all the way to 

Kelowna, and when we came to a roadside provincial 

park.  

 

We wheeled in for lunch beside Lake Okanagan and 

thought of Susan putting her feet in the lake in 1947 

when we took her to Canada the last time. An idyllic 

spot. 

 

Right on the shores of the big lake, shade trees, 

beautiful picnic tables and a gentle breeze.  

 

Kelowna at 2 p.m. 

Beautiful city. 

Boat canal 

bordering homes 

like in Florida.  

 

Gasoline was 44.5 

per litre unleaded. 

This is a good 

convention city. It 

is here we put the 

lake on the other side of us.  

 

Thru Armstrong, the place Marge Sethre told us to 

see, but the spot that took our eye was near 

Enderby. About 4 p.m. we were attracted to a quiet 

little motel by the side of the road 4 miles north of 

Enderby. 

 

The log cabins looked good and we stayed at the 

Park. It was nestled in a cedar grove, lots of grass, a 

big garden with ripe raspberries, and strawberries, 
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and a nice family of folks running it. We settled in, 

had dinner, and picked raspberries for the lady and 

us. Enjoyed it. Cost $34.24. 

 

July 8 

 

Left our little log cabin 

at 9:10. Headed for the 

trans-Canada highway 

at Sicamous, which is 

the house-boat center 

of Canada. Mara and 

Shuswap Lake area. 

Many summer 

recreationists here. 

Everybody is out 

playing on the water.  

 

Joined Hiway 1 

heading for Roger's Pass and Golden. All along 

Hiway 1, the cities have built Expo 86 floral gardens.  

 

The cities have to buy them, but they are all alike. 

At Malakwa--Craigellachie, we bumped into another 

railroad point of interest.  

 

Here, on November 7, 1885, a plain iron spike 

welded East to West of the Canadian Pacific 

Railway. It made nearly 3000 miles of steel across 

Canada.  
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Finally pulled ourselves 

away at 11:30. Heading 

south on Highway 95 

looking for our Columbia 

River source.  

 

Golden is in a valley. 

Rockies on the east and 

Purcells on the west.  As 

we headed south, the 

Rockies were at our side for miles.  

Gigantic, craggy, fearsome weather-makers looming 

up beside us for hours. 

 

The Columbia flows north here, and we found a spot 

on a high cliff for a look-out picnic area, one mile 

south of Radium Hot Springs. While eating, we 

watched the storm headed for us, so finished just in 

time to prevent wet sandwiches.  

 

Marker: James Sinclair in 1841 guided 200 Red 

River settlers from Ft. Garry thru the Rockies to 

Oregon territory for Great Britain. In 1854 recrossed 

mountains several times--a path finder. 
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who was 29 looked like a baby, but he and 2 others 

ran the big crack freight train that carried coal, and 

marry many other chunks of cargo across country. 

 

Golden is a train center, and they are in the process 

of building a new yard south of town that looks to 

the future of trains in that area. Why doesn't the US 

learn from these folks the need for railroads? 

 

 
 

One train that we watched come and go had a load of 

welded rails on it. Those rails are .25 mile long. Hard 

to imagine how they can turn corners.  

 

July  9 

 

Hard to leave our little Golden. I want to come back 

here. Across the way is Field--another railroad 

attraction--the tunnel that winds around in then 

mountains. Didn't go there, darn, but spent a couple 

of hours back at the RR station for pix of the pot-

bellied stove in the waiting room and the station. 
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In 1985, they built a monument to mark the event's 

centennial. Later, the railroad ceased to care for the 

place, so a private enterprise bought the buildings, 

and runs an information spot, sells souvenirs and 

post cards to support themselves, and keeps the 

place in park-like condition. 

 

Tour bus by the hundreds find this a good touristy 

place, but Sam wanted to photograph a train coming 

by the spot, so we settled down, threw our blanket 

and had our picnic lunch on the grounds. It was fun 

to watch the people and finally see the train go by. 

The river there is the Eagle river, and the pass is the 

Eagle Pass.  

 

On to Revelstoke National Park and into the town of 

Revelstoke. Roger's Pass connects the provinces of 

Alberta and British Columbia.  

 

There is RR construction going on. A $600 million 

project. They are building a tunnel thru the Selkirks 

185 km long the Mt. Shaughnessy tunnel which will 

cross under the trans-Canada hiway to meet Mt. 

MacDonald tunnel.  
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Arrived Revelstoke at 12:30 pm. 

 

Here we saw our Columbia River for the first time in 

Canada. Revelstoke Dam, 5 km north of the city 

produces hydroelectric power.  

 

 
 

 

The reservoir stretches to Mica Dam, 86 miles north, 

which is the largest earth filled dam in North 

America. 

 

This is the one that flooded our old "Big Bend" hiway 

from Golden to Revelstore that we drove in 1947. 

Now, Revelstoke is the western gateway to Rogers 

Pass, the last link in the Trans-Canada hiway, the 

world's longest road system. Monashee and Selkirk 

Mountains. 

 

Sam walked across the bridge of the Columbia and 

photographed a train on a trestle. 
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Entered Glacier National Park at 1:45, took pix of 

rugged peaks. Rogers Pass is 1382 m. Left Rogers 

Pass at 2:20.  

 

After leaving Glacier Park, the time change put our 

watches 1 hour ahead so it was easy to find a place 

to stay.  

 

 

Picked  the Rondo Matta, near Glasier National 

Park, an AAA choice--our most expensive one at 

$52.43. Went grocery shopping, and spent the 

evening at the Railroad station talking to the train 

men and tourists who have a common interest in 

trains. It was perfect entertainment. 

 

 
 

Loved Golden. The little town was friendly and 

warm. Many Orientals. Talked to the train engineer 




