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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Feb. 27 to Mar 15,1998 

 

By Dorothy Churchill 
 

 
 

I’m off to see Western Australia. This is a trip I’ve 

always wanted to make and now is the time.  I’m going 

solo, but I have a good support team on both 

hemispheres, so off I go! 



 2 

Feb. 27 Friday: Fly to Perth 

 

Barbara Parpala, and Violet saw me off on the 

Astoria Bay Shuttle at 1 pm. Seatmate on the 

shuttle was Louise Rice, prominent historian of 

Ocean Park, WA. Former owner of Whale Bone B&B.  

 

Arrived PDX got seat assignment 16 A and met Alan 

and Sam at the gate. Sam gave me a camera and 

seven rolls of film, and Alan brought me a book to 

read. Oscar and Lucinda. 

 

 
 

Boarded flight 546 United and my new seatmate is 

heading for Sydney!. Lucky break. She knew exactly 

where she was going—home.  

 

Her name was Elizabeth Williams, a nurse working 

for the government in Sydney. We had coffee at LAX, 
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after walking from domestic terminal to the 

international terminal.  

 

Had coffee, called Sue and walked to the gate to wait 

until 11 o'clock. A water problem on the plane 

caused a delay. Seat 39, a window and bulkhead. 

Two Aussies in seat. Just home from Breckenridge. 

We talked Colorado. 

 

LA to Sydney was 14 hour flight. At 1:30 a.m. dinner 

was served. All wine complimentary. They gave us a 

kit of tooth brush, toothpaste, comb, eye shades and 

sox. Also blanket, and pillow.  

 

At 1:40pm,  our time we were 1900 kilometers from 

LA. 11 hours to go. Didn't sleep at all, but was 

comfortable. I don't see how pilots can stay awake all 

night with all that responsibility. 

 

Mar 1 Sunday Perth 

 

Lights on at 6:30. Served apple juice, coffee, cold 

ham and cheese bun and mini candy bar. Have no 

idea what meal it is supposed to be or what time it is 

at home.  

 

Crossed the International Date Line and missed Feb. 

28 altogether.  

 

Flying 747 seat 39 A 3-4-3- across. Watched sunrise 

bleeding thru clouds. Feel good. It will soon be 24 

hours since I left home. Anxious about making Perth 

connections. Elizabeth is going off at Sydney.  
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Spotted Sydney opera house and bridge. Arrived 

Sydney late enough to miss connecting flight to 

Perth. Had to claim baggage, go thru customs.  

 

 
 

Rescheduled to # 521 at 10:45. Took shuttle to 

terminal D for Qantas domestic. Flew 737-400 seat 

on window. Found a new friend that lives in Perth. 

Boarded at 10:30.  

 

I have now been up about 40 hours.  

 

1 p.m. flying over the bay. It is 3274 km from Sydney 

to Perth. Takes 4 flying hours. It is 12,054 km from 

LA to Sydney. 15,328 km or 9,580 miles, adding  LA 

to Astoria. Wondering what will happen in Perth.  

 

It worked out. Our director and bus driver for 

Australian Pacific Touring were there to pick me up 

in the bus. I was the only one, since I had missed the 

flight. 

 

It was noon. I was hot, tired and anxious. Ulrika, the 

guide said they were starting out on a cruise down 

the Swan River at 1:30, so I got to the hotel, changed 

clothes, and made it to Capt. Cook's cruise to 

Fremantle.  
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Alan and Linda at the PDX airport to rescue me and 

deliver me to the Mallory where I had a good bath 

and rest, but wanted to be back in Australia! 

 

March 16 Monday Portland to Astoria 

 

Sam came for breakfast at the Mallory, I showed 

him the pictures, and he stayed until after lunch. 

Wonderful time together. That's all, folks. 

 

 

 

# 
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We got a guided tour and saw it all. Bought 

Barbara's iron ore necklace there. It must be a 

requirement for the Australia Pacific tours, because 

I would have rather had the time back in Perth. 

What can you do? 

 

On the way back to Perth, we got into land that was 

producing vineyards and fruit trees. First time to see 

land producing anything but sand and gold.  

 

There were Emu farms, too. Source of the Swan river 

at Chittering. Passed the royal air force training 

station. Looks like we are back into civilization.  

 

Welcome back to Perth. That figure 8 loop trip was 

4,832 kms or 3,020 miles. Imagine! 

 

March 15 Sunday: Perth to Portland 

 

Breakfast with June who saw me off in a taxi to the 

airport. Tour gave me taxi $$25.00 Was to leave at 

10 a.m. Airport easy. Bought Flint's magnet Got 

bulkhead seat on aisle. Watched Rain Maker. Good.  

 

Arrived Sydney 5 p.m. The right terminal to take off 

changed money to American, bought sweat shirt. 

 

Seat mate English man living in New York. Full 

dinner at 10 p. m. Ice cream about 2, wet wipes in 

the morning then full breakfast omelet, yogurt, fruit 

juice and coffee. Someplace we picked up an extra 

day to make up for the one we lost going the other 

way. 
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Beautiful Swan River. It’s a beautiful day with good 

skipper who talked all the time. Saw other members 

of our group. Seeing Fremantle with my own eyes 

was a thrill.  

 

 
 

Fremantle Harbour serves as the port of Perth, the 

state capital.  

 

I got my picture with Pavarotti at the lounge before 

dinner. He was a kick. He is using his looks to the 

ultimate degree. I liked him. His name is Ed 

Pavarotti.  

 

I put the torch by my bed every night. No lights 

outside, even.  

 

Under way, 

again, heading 

for Perth. Stop 

to watch the 

surfers. Not 

interested.  

The coast is 

beautiful.  
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Finally saw my first 

kangaroo. The whole 

busload of people 

rejoiced. At last! 

 

Sign: Roo crossing.  

 

Yallingup is the 

place of love. As you 

drive around the 

South West, there 

are many names 

ending in "up".  

 

Meelup, Quindalup, 

Cowararrup and 

Yallingup. 

 

 
 

These are aboriginal names and the up means "the 

place of'. Meelup at noon. If you are at Meelup when 

the moon rises over the water, you will understand 

why it was named Meelup. 
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see the business at hand. She and her husband 

owned 16,000 acres of farm. He did cattle and sheep 

and she raised wildflowers, dried them and sold all 

around the world. We saw cartons addressed to 

Italy, all over Europe. Big deal. Millions of  Banksias 

were hanging to dry. 

 

Next stop--New Norcia, Australia's only Monastic 

town.  

 

There it was out in the middle of nothing. Many 

brick buildings, two churches, hotel, monastery, 

library, flour mill, museum, and cemetery--the 

works.  

 

 
 

Founded by Dom Rosendo Salvado in 1846, New 

Norcia is home of 18 Benedictine monks. Buildings 

are richly decorated with old masters works of art 

and extravagant furnishings.  
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Algae produced oxygen at night. This is supposed to 

be the very beginning of life on earth, and scholars 

are studying it to compare with life forms they may 

find on other planets. 

 

We had lunch at the  Hamelin Pool tea room. Hot. 

Good lecture on the stromatolites at the Telegraph 

station which used to be part of the early day 

telegraph network.  

 

Back to the Billabong. Northhampton at 4pm and 

Geraldton at 4:30. Got fax from Sue. Sent her one. 

From Mecure Inn, Geraldton. 

 

March 14 Saturday:  Geraldton to Perth 

 

Just before breakfast a bird had flown right into the 

restaurant. Open doors and windows just like 

Hawaii. I missed it, but the bird flew into a window 

and stunned himself. He was okay though.  

 

 
 

Under way for the last time. Saw talc in piles ready 

to be shipped away. Tea break at Carnamah. Had 

scones.  

 

A dried wildflower stop at an unscheduled stop. The 

regular stop had burned down. This lady let us in to 

 7 

Cowaramup 

means the 

place of a small 

parrot. 

Yallingup is 

said to mean 

place of love 

and Quindalup 

the place of the 

Quinda, a 

small 

bandicoot.  

 

Many names 

are French. 

They were 

named in 1800-

1903 when 

French sent an 

expedition to 

various parts of 

the coast of WA 

(New Holland). 

 

In 2001 plans are being made to celebrate the 200 

anniversary of the expedition to WA. 

 

Joke: We just passed an overhead wire, and a 

microwave relay station. Ken said he had heard that 

if you put your hands on the window, you could feel 

the vibrations. Everybody put their hands on the 

window, then Ken said, "Did you feel the pane?" Ha. 
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Came to the first traffic light in 5 days. Stopped at 

Bunyup Craft shop. This is where I bought Sue her 

ring holder. It is made of Sheoak.  

 

Just out of Karridale is Sheoak Gallery, where 

craftsmen work with the Sheoak wood. Lovely 

pieces. 

 

Sand mining is a big industry here. They mine the 

sand, manufacture titanium from it which is used 

principally for body replacement parts--protheses.  

 

Arrived Bunbury with a population of 30,000 people.  

 

 
 

Wow, a big city. Lunch stop. Ate my first sausage 

roll. pretty good. Everybody eats meat pies. Lunch at 

the train station which has been converted to a cafe. 

 

Perth people come here to the beach. It is hot and 

sticky. This will be the end of part of our group. My 

trip included 2 separate trips. The southern loop 

ends at Perth. We drove 2652 km 1,662 miles on this 

lap. 

 

Arrived Perth at 4:15. Took Francie to her hotel 

(cheaper) She is going to Rottnest Island for a few 

days while we go north.  
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(or anybody else), but we stopped at Hamelin Pool, 

partly separated from Shark Bay, but in the bay, is a 

colony of stromatolites.  

 

 
 

This is the best known colony in the world. The 

water in Hamelin Pool is up to 2 times saltier than 

usual sea water, precluding the abundance of fish.  

 

Tidal currents, environmental factors and wave 

activity dictate the shape and size of stromatolites. 

They are stone like structures at the shore line that 

are in the shape of mushrooms. A walkway has been 

constructed over them so you can walk among them. 

We walked the walk and saw what looked like small 

sea stacks. Individual mushroom shaped rocks.  

 

They are not rocks. They are living organisms.  

 

Formed 3 billion years ago, they put up a one-cell 

organism; it used light to manufacture their building 

cells, and in the process exhaled oxygen. It gradually 

grows--slowly. They need sun and a very salty pool. 

The surface seems slimy.  
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March 13 Friday Monkey Mia to Geraldton 

 

Picked up films for $79.95, but they were all too 

blue. Horrors, what will Sammy say? Bought 

souvenirs for Alan. We lined up at the shore line to 

wait for the dolphins about 8 a.m.  

 

 
 

Sure enough, here they came. Three at first, but the 

ranger said there were about 7 regulars. The Ranger 

held back the crowds of people, and he fed them 

himself.  

 

The dolphins play acted for us. Two mothers, two 

calves and 3 others. They played around with the 

people for a long time. I finally left. Kodak would do 

well there. 

 

Now comes a real surprise. Have you ever in your 

life heard of STROMATOLITES? No, neither had I 
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Called John Irvine to make a date for Sheena to join 

us tomorrow for the Perth city tour. Washed clothes, 

dinner at the hotel. Nice to be back at Perth. 

 

Faxed Susan. Met my roommate_ She is Lisa 

Maborough who is 18 in Australia on a student visa. 

She lives in Martinque an isle in the east of Florida. 

Speaks 4 languages. Here to study English. I am the 

one with the accent! Our hotel was Novotel Langley. 

 

Mar 2 Sunday:   Perth to Hyden 

 

 
 

Up at 5:20 am. I'm first in the bathroom. Lisa can 

sleep in until the last moment. Bags out at 7 when 

we go to breakfast.  Leave at 8.  

 

This was the standard routine. Breakfast at the 

Novotel is an experience. Beautiful buffet of 

everything you could imagine to start the day. 

Delicious food. On the breakfast buffet is always 

tomatoes, baked beans, noodles, and a huge spread 

of hot and cold food. Loved those breakfasts.  

 

Drank tomato juice every day. The prunes are tiny 

and wonderful. I realized I had lost my bag of 

earrings on the flight. Must have fallen out of my 

carry on when I reached in for a book, or something. 
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All clothes are summer clothes, very casual and 

didn't need earrings, anyway. It was Labor Day in 

Australia.  

 

Boarded the bus for Hyden heading for Wave Rock. 

There are only 19 passengers, so we sat any where 

we wanted.  

 

Countries represented were Holland, England, 

German, Australia, Martinique and USA. One other 

USA passenger--from Beverley Hills--a professional 

traveler. I was glad Lisa was my roommate. 

 

 
 

Some 2/3rds of Australia is unpopulated. Western 

Australia is bigger than Texas, Japan, New Zealand, 

all of United Kingdom and Ireland combined.  
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leaving the extensive shell deposits. We saw 

buildings made from the block they mine from shell 

beach. 

 

Arrived at Monkey Mia-

-pronounced with long 

“I”, not like short e, as 

you would expect. 

Windy, but a beautiful 

spot. Like Hawaii.  

 

Gorgeous crescent of beach, beautiful white sand, a 

village of buildings including motel duplexes, store, 

restaurant, swimming beach. Wonderul resort. 

Expensive, I imagine. Here comes the one option:  

 

Did I want to go on a catamaran sail boat cruise on 

Shark Bay to see the sun set and moon rise? Of 

course I did. It was one of the best things of the 

whole trip.  

 

We boarded the sailboat at 5:30pm, sailed around 

the bay until 7. Fabulous experience. Wind blowing 

thru your hair, and a handsome skipper that was 

Mr. Atlas! He was a real hunk--or is it hulk?  

 

I enjoyed the ride. Back to the restaurant for dinner. 

I took all 5 rolls of film into the one-hour processing 

place to pick up in the morning. Stated at Monkey 

Mia in Shark Bay. 
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Most property owners own a piece larger than 

Switzerland. Here, it is acres per sheep, not sheep 

per acres. One sheep needs 100 acres. The nearest 

neighbor could easily be 100 miles away. School is by 

radio school of the air. Medical help from the flying 

doctor. Landing strips for muster. 

 

Shell beach is just that. A beach made entirely of 

shells. This unique coquinite, formed by shells of the 

fragum erugatum bivalve is used as a building 

material in the Shark Bay area.  

 

Wind, high temperatures and the special shapes, 

forms and depths of the Shark Bay coastline come 

together to create fascinating Shell Beach.  

 

Fortunately for the small white shells their 

predators do not cope well with the highly saline 

waters of Shark Bay, allowing the shells to 

proliferate. Storms throw sediment from the floor of 

the bay onto shore. Strong winds disperse the sand 
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Average rainfall is 38" year. It is the 3rd windiest 

country. Mining is the biggest industry. 40% of the 

world's diamonds mined here.  

 

Capt. James Stirling was sent out to explore 

Australia and came into the Swan River. Perth was 

named after Perth, Scotland. 

 

 
 

There are more millionaires per capita than any 

other city. Has 6% unemployment. The trees are 

Eucalyptus. The Marri trees named that because 

that is an aboriginal word for blood.  

 

Jarri is another form. It is good for turning. For 

export, the word jarri didn't sound good, so they 

changed it to Swan River Mahogany and it became 

marketable. The black trunks look like they were 

charred by fire, but it is natural sap.  
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In August to October, there are 12,000 varieties of 

wild flowers. Each year they discover 10 new species. 

It must be incredible to roll along during wild flower 

season to see the sea of color. I MUST come back in 

September-October. 

 

 
 

It is 2,714 kilometers from Perth to Adelaide. 

Singapore is closer to Perth than Sydney.  

 

From Perth, mileages in kms: to Sydney 4.113. To 

Melbourne 3484. To Fremantle 18. To Darwin 4,111. 

To Canberra3917. To Brisbane 4658. To Alice 

Springs 3807. 

 

In Sawyer Valley, they log sandalwood. They pull 

the tree by the roots. It has a sweet smell for 

incense. There are only 10 licenses in existence, so 

no one can buy a license until somebody dies. It 

takes 50 years to grow the trees.  

 

We saw “black boy” tree ferns. They are all over WA. 

They call them black boys because the seed pods 

poke straight up like a spear, and they supposedly 

resemble the aborigine hiding behind bushes with 

their spears in the air.  
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Hutt River. Prince Leonard declared he was in his 

own country and seceded from the place so he didn't 

have to pay taxes. 

 

Parrots around here. Why do parrots use umbrellas? 

To be Polly unsaturated, of course!!! Stayed at Palms 

Resort at Kilbarri Nat'l Park. Lise went swimming 

in her bikini. Hot. Kalbarri Palm Resort 

 

 

March 12 Thursday: Kalbarri Palm Resort to 

Monkey Mia 

 

Stopped at a gorge--

Hawks Head. We walked 

down to the Nature's 

Window, a rock formation 

overlooking Murchison 

River Gorge. Ken took my 

picture. Glad I walked 

the rocky steps to get 

there. Only 15 minutes 

each way.  

 

Lunch stop at roadhouse 

Billabong. It’s isolated; 

only place to stop for 

miles. Red soil, Iron 

oxide. People lease huge 

plots of land, some 10,000 

square miles. They lease 

it, but it is forever. The 

land costs $3.00 an acre, but you may have a million 

acres.  
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Stop at Greenough Historic spot. It is a hamlet 

preserved by the National Trust. Toured thru school 

and church. 

 

Lunch stop at Geralton. 30,000 peole here. The 

biggest city outside of Perth.  

‘ 

June and I lunched at a little cafe and asked about 

internet cafe. Out of the kitchen came a very dirty 

"cook", but he knew where to go.  

 

We hustled on down town, found the cafe, asked 

about e mail and computer for public access. Hooray!  

 

The cashier (young fellow) had a computer at home, 

and at the cafe, there were 4 computers with coin 

operated ability to e mail. He let me use his 

password, and I inserted two, $2.00 coins, and talked 

to my kids for 20 minutes. June waited for me. 

Wrote 2 letters. 
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There are 

kangaroos 

here, but I 

kept looking 

and could 

never see any.  

 

Finally I saw 

two, quite far 

away. The 

whole bus was 

trying to find one for me. They are not nocturnal, 

like I thought. Pretty lazy, I guess. They are colored 

to blend into the fields.  

 

Emus are raised in 

farms. They are 

used for oil to cure 

rheumatism. They 

have a good 

system for raising 

the young. Female 

lays the egg, the 

male sits on the 

egg until hatched. 

It takes 56 days.  

 

He turns them every day. In the meantime, the 

female is out getting pregnant again. The wedge 

tailed eagle is enormous. His wing span is 9 ft 4 1/2 

inches. The Koala bear lives only in captivity. He is 

nocturnal, eats only eucalyptus leaves. It takes 1000 

trees for each bear. 
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On to York. Founded in 1831. 2000 population. York 

is the oldest inland town in WA. Albany was first.  

 

 
 

York named after York, England. York boasts of a 

Vintage Car Museum. They have 140 cars. Tour paid 

admission, and we looked at the old cars. Saw a 

grand little ole Model T. 

 

Crossed Avon River a tributary of the Swan River. It 

was a camel stop like our stage coach places.  

 

Drove up to look out, Mt. Brown. We were in the 

wheat belt. It stretches from North of Geraldton to 

Esperance. 1,000 km long and 4 km wide.  

 

They grow canola. It is really grape seed, but more 

marketable known as canola. Saw mistletoes 

growing in trees. It is protected because the bird that 

spreads the seed is protected.  
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March 11 Wednesday:  Cervantes to Kalbarri 

Palm Resort 

 

On the road again--miles and 

miles of nothing but road. No 

traffic.  

 

Road trains whizz by 

occasionally. Triple trailer 

rigs keep every town 

supplied.  

 

We stopped to see a mouse 

tree. Ken painted a face on 

the seed pod and it looked 

exactly like a mouse.  

 

Turned off the road to 

Dongara beach Port Denison. 

Coffee break at park. Yellow 

flowering gum trees are their 

Christmas trees. Full of 

yellow bloom at that time. 

 

Batavian Coast 

to Geralton. 

Batavian named 

after ship wreck.  

 

We are in the 

wheat belt again. 

There are 30 

million sheep in 

WA. They are 

exported live.  
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Shared sandwich with June. Took photo of a sheoak 

tree for Susan.  

 

We are now in Nambung Nat'l Park. Gray was 

shipwrecked here in 1838, and didn't see The 

Pinnacles. Pinnacles were covered by ocean at one 

time.  

 

High calcium 

count. We took 

the bus into the 

field of 

pinnacles -- 

looked like a 

small version of 

Bryce Canyon.  

 

They were 

everywhere. Great fields of them--all shapes and the 

color of the earth. Formed by seepage of water and 

erosion. 

 

Came to Hang Over Bay and put my feet into the 

Indian ocean. White sand. Lise said it was like 

Martinique. Bought a birthday book for Dorothy. 

When they export lobster, they keep them alive; just 

put them to sleep for the trip abroad. 

 

Got to the Pinnacles Motel at Cervantes. Rested.  

 

Lise sick again. I called Ulrika and she got a hot 

water bottle for her. This is about the 4th time she 

has seen a doctor. Stayed at Cervantes Pinnacles 

Hotel. 
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You could make 45 billion loaves of bread from the 

Australian crop of wheat.  Merino sheep are the only 

ones here. Their ultra fine wool is suitable for 

blending with other fibers such as silk and 

cashmere. They ship the sheep live to foreign 

countries. Many of the sheep die of seasickness on 

the way. It takes an acre and a half per sheep. 

 

Kangaroos are called Jump steaks, and emus are 

steroid chickens. 

 

Sheep dogs are one of the family. We passed a 

cemetery where the families lovingly care for the 

graves of their dogs. 

 

Lunch stop at Corrigan. This town has 100 people. It 

was muggy. Wheat country. Roads are straight, 

black tops in good condition, but no traffic. We rarely 

saw any other cars or busses.  

 

 
 

The road goes straight as a string as far as you can 

see ahead. Arrived at Hyden at 3 p.m. The banks are 

open 2 hours a week. Police and doctor come only 

once a week. There are 100 people living at Hyden.  
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Drove to the hotel, then to Wave Rock. The hotel is a 

gem. Dark wood, black leather couches in the lounge, 

free wine after dinner. Jennie, the guide came on our 

bus to narrate.  

 

We visited Hippo's yawn, a rock formation before we 

got to the wave rock. 

 

 
 

Wave Rock is a granite cliff 15 meters high. It’s 

rounded like shape has been caused by weathering 

and water erosion which has undercut the base and 

left a rounded overhang.  

 

Water from springs running down the rock during 

wetter month dissolve minerals adding to the 

coloring of the wave.  

 

In 1960 crystals from Hyden Rock were dated as 

being from the Cretaceous Period, between 100-130 

million years ago, amongst the oldest in Australia. 

Wave Rock is 344 kilometers from Perth.  
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Commuter trains bring people in from the 

surrounding areas. They are fast and efficient, like 

England.  

 

June, my pal likes to be under the queen of England. 

There is a movement to secede, but she thinks it is 

wrong. 

 

The Tasmania blue gum tree is propagated. It 

doesn't drop its leaves. Can be cut 5 times and it re-

grows. Passed Ostrich farms. Stopped at a park and 

the tour provided tea and cakes. Stopped at a lane 

bordered by Banksias, the wild flower that Violet 

has in her bouquet.  

 

 
 

None of us knew what it was, but NOW I know! 

They come is various colors. The ones we 

photographed were salmon colored--acorn banksias. 

 

Arrived Cervantes--a lobster center.  

 

They fish only for export. Cervantes was named for a 

Whaling ship. Lunch stop at road house. 
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Made tea, and found out that Sheena's father's 

oldest sister was married to William Drummond, 

who was the forester for Drummond Castle estates. 

He was born in Fowlis Wester. That means an area a 

foul could fly. It was a land grant.  

 

William Drummond's mother was Isabella Dow, who 

lived near Aberfeldy, near Crieff. Haighs. Can't wait 

to tell Dick. 

 

Sheena and I waited in the lobby of Novotel for John, 

his wife Kate and her mother, who was visiting, too.  

 

We had a gala dinner party in the corner table of the 

dining area just off the lobby. I had reserved the 

table, and hosted the affair. John followed me to the 

cashier to pay for the wine. I was glad. It was $27.00. 

Goodby $100.00. Hello to a perfect party. Wish Sam 

could have been there. Sammy and John Irvine had 

about 20 years of being pen pals, though they have 

never met. 

 

March 10 Tuesday Perth to 

Cervantes 

 

This is the change over end of the 

southern tour and beginning of 

the northern tour. We lost some 

and gained some, but ended up 

with only 11 tourists for the 

northern trip. I am glad I put 

them both together. I would hate 

to leave now!  

 

There are lots of trains around. 
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It is 15 x 110 meter with vertical bands of color. It 

looks exactly like a giant wave. 

 

 
 

It was one of the highlights of the whole trip. I loved 

it. You can walk at its base, to get the full effect. You 

can climb up to the top, but it was so hot June and I 

decided not to.  

 

There is a look out over the land. It was very hot--37 

degrees. Without air conditioning at the hotel we 

would have sweltered. Back at the nice hotel; Wave 

Rock Hotel 2 
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Mar 3 Tuesday:  Hyden to Kalgoorlie 

 

 
 

Gum trees all around. Some flowers, but wrong 

season. Met people from Brisbane, Switzerland, 

England, Melbourne and Queensland.  

 

Lots of salt beds. They mine it. Scoop out the land let 

the water accumulate, then harvest the salt. We 

called it alkali in the Yakima valley.  

 

Hyden's spelling came as a mistake. It was called 

Hydes, originally. Farmers all have dams on the 

land to collect water for the cattle.  

 

Next point of interest was Mulkas Cave.  

 

The legend goes the name Mulka comes from an 

Aboriginal Legend associated with the cave. Mulka 

was the illegal son of a woman who fell in love with a 

man with whom marriage was forbidden. It was 
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center for artists, writers, film makers and 

performers.  

 

The many sidewalk cafes provide a distinctive 

European flavor. The old buildings are still there 

that Sam would have seen. Sheena and I lunched at 

a sidewalk cafe that baked its own bread and it must 

have had dozens of grains in it. Best bread I EVER 

ate—no doubt about it. 

 

 
 

After the tour of Fremantle, Sheena and I went to 

our hotel room and crashed for an hour or so Lise 

was out on the town, so it was a pleasant rest.  
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attractive gardens, botanical gardens with labels of 

all the flowers, paths, lookouts, picnic areas, and 

memorial monument. Even a trolley to take you 

around the park. We just walked. 

 

The tour guide gave me permission to invite Sheena, 

John's mother from Scotland to take the scheduled 

city tour Monday morning at 9am. Her family 

brought her to the hotel, and she toured with us 

from 9 till 2pm. 

 

We saw Hay street, the longest street in Perth. Went 

to Northbridge, across the horseshoe bridge on 

Wellington street. There is train connection to 

Fremantle takes 20 minutes. We drove to Fremantle, 

my second opportunity to see Sam's place during the 

war.  

 

 
 

Back to Perth over the Swan River along where the 

rich people live. There are more millionaires per 

capita than any other city of Oz. Even Sydney! 

Beautiful homes on the bank of the Swan River. 

Gorgeous vistas. 

 

Fremantle: It is the principal seaport of the State of 

WA. It is situated at the southern entrance of the 

Swan River about 20 kms from Perth. It is a thriving 
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believed that as a result of breaking these rules she 

bore a son with crossed eyes.  

 

Even though he grew to be an outstandingly strong 

man of colossal height, his crossed eyes prevented 

him from aiming a spear accurately and becoming a 

successful hunter.  

 
 

Out of frustration, Mulka turned to catching and 

eating human children, and he became the terror of 

the district. It was said he lived in Mulka's cave, 

where the imprints of his hands can still be seen, 

much higher than that of an ordinary man.  

 

His mother became increasingly concerned about 

Mulka, and when she scolded him for his antisocial 

behavior he turned on his own mother and killed 

her. This disgraced him even more and he fled south.  

 

 

All the Aboriginal people of the district, outraged by 

Mulka's behavior, set out to track down the man. 

They finally caught him near Dumbleyung, 156 km 

south west of Hyden, where they speared him. 

 

Because he did not deserve a proper ritual burial, 

they left his body to the ants; a grim warning to 

those who break the law. 
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We followed Ken into the cave, and with his 

flashlight, he showed up the stencil art, supposed to 

be original. I believed him. 

 

 
 

No one knows the meaning of the other art which is 

30,000 years old. I found it fascinating. 

 

Suddenly, Ken stopped the bus in the middle of 

nowhere, jumped out, and picked up a lizard, about 6 

inches long. We all piled out to photograph it. Ugly. 

Don't know how he saw it from the bus. 

 

Coffee break--I mean tea break-- at Golden Cross. 

Coffee is $3.00, and it is always instant.  

 

This is gold country. Water is the big problem. They 

built a pipeline 600 km long into Kalgoorlie to carry 

water. Pumping stations every so often. Took 5 years 

to build it. It can be seen from space. 
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The picturesque city nestles against the sparkling 

blue waters of the Swan River, with the Darling 

Ranges lying to the east and the Indian Ocean to the 

west.  

 

 
 

It is a cosmopolitan, relaxed city where the outdoor 

life is enjoyed. The people are friendly, the services 

are excellent somehow, you feel "at home" there. 

 

King's Park is almost as important as Perth, the 

city. It is close enough to view the city from the hill it 

is situated on. It is huge--403 hectares, visited by 5 

million people each year. It is natural bush land, 
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March 8 Sunday Margaret River to Perth 

 

Had eerie night at 

Captain Freycinet Inn. 

It was very dark, and I 

left my flashlight (Oz 

word is torch) in the 

bathroom, and when I 

got up at night, I 

couldn't find my way.  

 

 

March 9, Monday 

Perth and Party 

 

Perth is beautiful. 

Founded in 1829 by 

Captain James Stirling, 

however the progress of 

the isolated Swan River 

settlement was slow 

until the first shipments 

of convicts arrived in 

1850.  

 

The convicts were set to work building roads, bridges 

and fine public buildings, and by 1871 Perth was 

proclaimed a city.  

 

During the 1880s gold discoveries in the State gave 

Perth a boost. 

 

Perth is proud of her links with the past and many 

stately old buildings stand grandly in the shadow of 

the modern office towers.  
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What is the definition of a desert? Answer: If 

evaporation exceeds rainfall. There is much desert, 

and that is why camels were used so much. The first 

camel born in Australia was born here. They became 

wild. Seem to be disease free and have that 

incredible ability to go for a long time without water.  

 

The hump holds food, not water. They don't sweat. 

They can go 34 days without water, but when they 

drink, they can guzzle 20 gallons. The reason these 

small towns have such wide streets is to 

accommodate camel trains turn around space. 

 

During the gold rush days, Coolgardie had 93 hotels, 

8 papers, 30,000 miners. We stopped there for lunch. 

It is a ghost town. One building which is a museum, 

and a lunch place.  

 

Left Coolgardie 2:30. HOT. On to Kalgoorlie.  The 

town is located on the main East-West rail corridor 

across Australia. 

 

 
 

This is a bigger town. Time for banking and P.O. 

exchange $1.00=.69. Cashed traveler’s checks. It cost 

$7.00 for any amount. I cashed $200.00. 

 

Kalgoorlie-Boulder is the gold capital of Australia. It 

was in June of 1893 when Irishman Paddy Hannan 
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along with others first discovered gold near a small 

hill which is now known as Mt. Charlotte.  

 

Others soon discovered gold 

and the area became famous 

as the "Golden Mile" the 

richest square mile of gold 

bearing earth in the world.  

 

Prospectors came from all over 

the world, many not prepared 

for harsh conditions, such as 

living in improvised shacks, 

little food, no sanitation, few 

medical supplies and the 

region's lack of water.  

 

In the height of prosperity Kalgoorlie had 93 hotels 

and 8 breweries to cater for the thirsty population of 

30,000. The water problem was finally solved in 

1903 with the completion of the pipeline from Perth. 

 

Stayed at Mercure Inn, Kalgoorlie. Tried to watch 2-

Up gambling, but nothing was going on.  

 

It is a circle surrounded by a rickety tin wall of 

corrugated iron, where tourists line up just inside 

the circle and watch the gamblers toss the 2-up 

symbol.  

 

Alas, no gambling today. I ate something that didn't 

agree with me, and this was the awful time when I 

was pretty sick.  

 

 

 35 

Augusta for lunch. Learned to love iced coffee. $5.50. 

 

Next stop Jewel Cave. The underground walk is 

divided into 2 segments. I did the first, but the 

second was 

just more of 

the same and 

had a lot of 

steps. I played 

it safe. So far, 

so good with 

my knee, and 

I wanted to 

keep it that 

way.  

 

We sat at the patio of the gift shop and watched the 

video of the reproduction life of the kangaroo. Much 

more interesting than stalagmites and stalactites. 

 

Next stop Leeuwin Estates Winery. Tour the winery, 

walked in the gardens, saw the huge grassy place 

where they have fancy performances. Expensive 

wine—mostly for export. Ended in the tasting room 

and didn't like any of it.  

 

Stayed at the Margaret River . This is where I met 

Pavarotti. He came aboard our bus to welcome us. I 

was stunned. He looks exactly like Pavarotti. I 

decided I'd take my picture with him to show Susan.  
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The ship was one of 14 sailing from Holland on a 

voyage to Batavia. 

 

 
 

The journal of the ship has been lost, and they don't 

know what happened to it. It was built in 1896.  

 

A ranger came out to our bus, gave a little 

orientation talk, and we drove right up to it, and I 

CLIMBED THE 176 STEPS TO THE TOP. Good for 

me. I have not done the Astoria column for years, 

but it is similar.  

 

 
 

When I was at the top, you could see the confluence 

of the Indian Ocean and the Southern Ocean. No, 

you couldn't really see it, but that is where they 

merge. 
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Mar 4 Wednesday: Kalgoorlie to Esperance 

 

Lousy night. I'll 

never choose prawn 

cocktail again. Tried 

green tea, but 

upchucked it, too.  

 

The Goldfields-

Esperance region is 

one of the nine 

regions of Western 

Australia. It is 

located in the south 

eastern corner of 

Western Australia,  

 

We toured gold 

country today. They 

take one million 

dollars worth of gold 

out of here every 

day.  

 

Boulder is an 

extension of 

Kalgoorlie. Worn my new jacket for the first time. 

Abos (aboriginies) don't want to work. They were 

here first, so you owe them a living. Stopped to view 

an open pit gold mine. Didn't know they mined gold 

that way.  

 

This is the golden mile. Visited a gold mine museum. 

Option to go down into the mine, but June and I 

decided to do the top of the ground exhibits.  
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We visited a tent where Hannah spoke to us about 

how he discovered gold there. A fabulous manikin 

expertly performed. Like up at St. Helens museum, a 

perfect expression on the man's face, eyes blinking 

and winking, head turning, hands moving. Quite an 

experience.  

 

Feeling better, thank "Gawd", like the Aussies say.  

 

Bright sunny day. Scenery same gum trees and 

bush. Miles and miles of it. Straight road as far as 

you can see. Kambelda look out. Largest salt lake in 

the world. Huge bed of salt.  

 

Lunch at Norseman. Ken mentioned the Christmas 

trees. The bushy tree comes in bloom with yellow 

blossoms in December. Arrived Esperance at 

4:25pm. 
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More leisurely schedule this morning. Needed it. 

June and I took a nice walk around the lake. Saw 

the trout farm, and dam. Bags out at 9. Whoopee! 

 

I rode into Pemberton with Ulrika and Ken in the 

bus to get Lisa from the hospital. Back to the resort 

to pick up the others.  

 

 
 

Margaret River is famous for wine. Some dairy 

farming. I was glad to see some of the land put to 

agricultural use.  

 

Came to Augusta. Noted for crabs.  

 

Next stop Cape Leeuwin, the most southwestern 

point of Australia.  I love being in these places. 

Seems important to be the extremes of the land--like 

Land's End in England at Cornwall, like The 

Orkneys off Scotland. 

 

Cape Leeuwin: The first recorded sighting of the 

south west coast was by the Dutch ship, the Leeuwin 

(Lioness) in March 1622. Since 1627 Cape Leeuwin 

appeared on maps.  
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lights on the trees across the lake. It was beautiful. I 

wanted to stay there another night, too.  

 

Lise got sick after dinner and Ulrika took her to the 

hospital in Pemberton. Lise was the only patient in 

the hospital! She stayed all night. I had my solo 

night. Stayed at the Karri Valley Resort in 

Pemberton. 

 

 

March 7 Saturday:  Karri Valley Resort, 

Pemberton to Margaret River 
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Drove to Rotary Park for a wonderful over look of the 

great little seacoast town of Esperance. Love this 

one. Wish we could stay a couple of days.  

 

Francie and Lise went walking, and I rested. Not out 

of the woods yet. Beautiful three course sit down 

dinner, but I ate practically nothing. Tonight was 

the free champagne night, too. We were given 

certificates noting we were with Australia Pacific 

tours on the 70th anniversary. They gave us each a 

pen. Bay of Isles. 

 

 

March 5 Thursday: Esperance to Albany 

 

 
 

Feeling good, again. Sure cured me from prawns. I 

walked the prom around the bay. Perfect place for 

walking and bike riding. Like Seaside's prom except 

it was black top. The big attraction here was to try to 

locate "George". He is a harbor seal.  

 

Ho Ho, there are scads of them right at home in 

Astoria, but that was the big attraction. It all 

depends on what you are used to, I guess.  
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Drove out along the shore. Passed wind farms 

computerized to create power_ Had breakfast with a 

couple from Brisbane. He was a barber, very bad eye 

sight, but a great sport. Nice couple.  

 

The singles in the bus were: Lottie, the Beverley 

Hills diva, Francine, the young professional office 

worker from Holland that palled around with Lise, 

my roommate, June, unmarried older gal who had 

spent the last 12 years looking after her mother and 

was in need of a holiday, my pal, Ann, fresh from 

Germany who had trouble with the language. 

Couldn't get the schedules lined up right and me.  

 

Couples were Greg and Lorraine, cotton growers 

from Queensland never been out west before. Money. 

Ralph and Lee, from Queensland She was a nurse., 

Geoff and Margaret Cooper from England—

Northampton and another couple from Bath, 

England. Very heterogeneous group. 

 

Lunch stop in Ravensthorpe. 
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We should do that in our forests. I don't know if the 

Tingle trees are evergreen or deciduous. There is 

enough timber in a Karri tree to build 3 houses. 

 

Arrived at Pemberton.  

 

That isn't a town. We stayed at the Karri Valley 

Resort. Chalets built among the trees and along the 

shore of a man-made lake with trout swimming in it. 

Canoes available to guests, and swimming allowed.  

 

Francie was the only one swimming. They have a 

trout farm on the land, too. Very nice place. A resort 

that you would take the whole family to for a 

summer vacation.  

 

Our chalet was on piling right out over the lake, and 

I wished I had had my fishing pole. They featured 

trout for dinner. Dinner at the lodge was elegant. 

You looked right out over the lake, and they had spot 
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about the habits of the whales, the different species, 

and migrating paths. Good stop. Whaling was 

outlawed in 1976. Now, a museum, only. 

 

Denmark, next. 

That is where I 

found my opal 

earrings. Too 

bad, I lost my 

opal necklace; I 

brought along to 

match for 

earrings. Now, I 

have earrings and no necklace, so I'll have to come 

again to match them. O.K. I will! 

 

Into Karri tree forest at Kilbari Naional forest. 

These trees need 600 liters of water a day. We are 

now in the Valley of the Giants.  

 

Tingle trees are here. They are endangered species, 

like our old growth fir. Some of them are 29 feet in 

diameter. They are protected, but for $5.00 you could 

take the tree top walk. I did, and was glad I did.  

 

You get onto a bridge that takes you gradually up to 

the top of the trees and although the bridge sways a 

bit, it isn't scary.  

 

Loved it. Wished I had time to read all the plaques 

along the way. I had never seen such a device.  
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Ken said they were famous for their pies. Of course, 

I was thinking lemon meringue or wild blackberry. 

No, No. That's not it at all. Home made pies means 

steak and kidney, chicken or beef or Danish pasties.  

 

I didn't do pasties--

looked too greasy to me. 

Everybody says toilet, 

never rest room. Borden 

at 2 p.m. From here you 

can see the Stirling 

range.  

 

Sign: Caution: nudists 

crossing. I looked 

around carefully, but 

learned that it meant 

sheep that have just 

been sheared. 

 

Entered one of the seven National parks on the tour.  

 

This one Fitzgerald River National Park. Fee to 

enter is $3.00 per person. That means the tour pays 

$100.00 a trip, and 15 trips a week makes $1500 a 

week.  

 

Tea stop on Stirling Mountain. Ken said he had 

never seen it so clear. Ulrika had brought hot water 

for tea and cookies. We had a surprise tea stop on 

the mountain. Beautiful range of mountains. 

 

Sent a fax to Sue in Albany, but I used the wrong 

number I think. Cost 8.50, too. Arrived Albany for 

night at Quality Overland Motor Inn. 
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March 6, Friday: Albany to Pemberton 

 

 
 

Beautiful morning in Albany. Lots sell here for an 

average of $93,000 per lot. Albany is beautiful like 

Esperance.  

 

We are near King George Sound on the south coast 

of Western Australia. Reminds me of the Puget 

Sound area, with different flora. We drove along a 

lane where trees were planted for veterans. Each 

tree had a plaque honoring the veteran. It was 

lovely.  
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We climbed to the top of a mountain where they hold 

the soap box derby. A twisty, steep road. Imagine 

those soap boxes with no brakes!  

 

Drove by the replica of the pioneers’ ship, the Amity. 

A brig.  The tide here is 6 feet. At Broome in 

Northern Au. The tide is 36 ft, higher than Bay of 

Fundy. Ken said greatest tide movement in the 

world. I want to see it.  

 

Stopped by the shore to walk out to see the Natural 

Bridge, huge rock formation at the shore. Enormous 

natural bridge at the water level. 

 

Walked on granite stepping stones to get there. 

Frenchmen's Bay Whaling station next. Another 

time the tour paid entry fees.  

 

 
 

Touring the whaling station saw the ship that was 

the chaser, the deck where they hauled the whales 

from the sea, the deck where they sliced the blubber 

off and cast it down through holes in the deck to the 

boilers below, saw the boilers, then heard a good talk 




