
OREGON COAST-ALL THE WAY 

Astoria to Eureka, California. 

 

May 19-23, 1983 

 

By Dorothy Churchill 

 

Found some white space on the calendar, and 

decided to al last truly 

explore our own 

Oregon Coast along 
along U.S. Route 101. 

 

Left Astoria 11 a.m. 

and  enjoyeda picnic 

at Oswald West State 

Park, on the east side 

of the highway.  

 

Beautiful day, 

beautiful park and 

both feeling ready for 

adventure.  

 

Some people weren't 

so lucky. We noticed a 

group of rescue 

vehicles at one of the 

view points at 

Neahkanhie 

Mountain. We 

assumed there was a 

man overboard. Wow. 

 

Since this was a two-fold trip, book selling and 
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photographing, we stopped at the Second Hand store 

in Nehalem.  

 

Found the right time to sell books in Tillamook was 

at the Fair, when they had pig and Ford races. 

Rockaway Book store was pleading poverty. Maybe 

later. Driftwood N-1 at Tillamook is a good friend, 

but didn't need any books. Book End Book Stores, 

Lincoln City, McMinnville, and Newport all buy thru 

their own distributor. No sale, but lovely store in 

Lincoln City.  

 

We had always 

wondered about 

the motel at Whale 

Cove, south of the 

city of Depoe Bay 

so decided to make 

it this time. Whale 

Cove is a beautiful 

little cove, and if 

the windows had 

been clean, the 

view would have 

been better.  

 

We ate cheese and crackers, lapped up the scenery, 

watched TV and went to bed early. Too bad--they 

short sheeted us. Why would a maid put a twin sized 

sheet on a queen sized bed? Oh well, first night out. 

Took an ad in the Lincoln City shopper.  
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I-5 to Salem. The State of Oregon is the largest 

public employer in the city. In addition to the Oregon 

State Capitol and adjacent Willson Park, Salem's 

downtown contains the Mission Mill Museum, Hallie 

Ford Museum of Art, the Elsinore Theatre, 

Riverfront Park, the Willamette River, and some of 

the oldest buildings in Oregon, as well as shopping 

and restaurants. 

Bought gas and found a restaurant on the way to 

Lancaster Mall where we had a salad bar lunch.  

Didn't explore Lancaster Mall, can se we could get 

there from Astoria. Home sweet home by 7 pm, tired, 

hot, and happy to be home. 

 

Drove 1,081 miles. Figured we spent about $431 

dollars over 5 days, and 4 nights. 

 

## 
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They moved the town like they did when they moved 

Union Gap to Yakima. Buildings were put on skids 

and moved by a team of horses to the new location. 

 Tally's is the place to get a gourmet meal or an ice 

cream soda.  That's exactly what we did, too. 

 

Cottage Grove is known as the "Covered Bridge 

Capital of Oregon" with six covered bridges near the 

city. Five of the six bridges, Chambers Covered 

Bridge, Currin Bridge, Dorena Bridge, Mosby Creek 

Bridge, and Stewart Bridge, are listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

The Bohemia Gold Mining Museum features the 

area's gold mining history.[ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centennial_Covered_Bridge 

 

Eugene is next. It is the second-largest city in 

Oregon and the county seat of Lane County. Home to 

the University of Oregon. 
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Friday, May 20, 1983 

    

On our way 8:15, skipped having breakfast at Whale 

Cove. Breakfast in Newport in the high part of town, 

then drove down to the water front, impressed with 

the San Francisco atmosphere.  

 

 
 

Weather is "just perfect".  Newport is the county seat 

of Lincoln County.  It is also the home of the Oregon 

Coast Aquarium, Nye Beach, and Yaquina Head 

Lighthouse, 

 

On to Waldport, 162 miles from Astoria.  

 

Stopped at Cape Perpetua in  Yachats. There is a 22 

mile Perpetuaur from Cape Perpetua to Waldport, 

we would have driven had we known, but we did 

drive up to look out point. 

 

On a clear day, you can see 150 miles of sea coast, 

but the fog set in on us and we could see only a few 



 3 

miles, but the scene was breathtaking. Loved it. Saw 

wild flowers all over the slope, and at our feet were 

Indian paint brushes. Lupine, Rhododendrons all 

over. Saw the visitor center below, and decided to 

stop by there. 

 

The visitor center is lovely. Big, spacious building 

with all varieties of displays to help you understand 

the ecology of the area. The ranger showed us a 

movie of the coastal scenes, and they had gorgeous 

slides of crashing water and lilt houses. 

 

 
 

Florence, next stop. 

 

Found the most exciting part of town to be the Old 

Town. Mo's is there, and across the bay in plain sight 

from old town is the motel we stayed on a tour. The 

book store in old town is the Book and Gift Gallery. 

The owners-managers are Bud and Ann McLachlan 

and they were in the back room, where he was doing 
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9. Cape Blanco Light  (Port Orford) 

Six of these still are used for navigation aids. 

 

 

Monday, Mileage 729.7  

Left Wolf Creek at 8am, and drove to Roseburg. At 

Roseburg mileage was 779. It is the county seat of 

Douglas County. 

 

Up 1-5 to  Oakland, Oregon, 2 miles of interstate 5. 

Left a book at Tolly's. Dr. Dorsey S. Baker 

established the first grist mill in Old Town. It was a 

stopping point for the main stage line from Portland.  

Old town is 1 mile north of present Oakland.  
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Wolf Creek Tavern inn was the spot for us and a 

second visit, but just as charming as ever. No TV, no 

phone, but air conditioned and very clean, modern 

bathrooms.  

We both bathed and dressed for dinner at the Inn for 

a gourmet meal of scallops - best ever. Not fried, but 

sautéed in butter. Meal started with a crab bisque 

soup, terrific green salad with house dressing, bran 

muffin with maple butter, and the scallops with 

baked potato.  

Jack London stayed here and slept in the upstairs 

room we saw with tiny bed and dresser. He wrote 

"The End of the Story" here. Drove 300 miles this 

day. 

 

Lighthouses on the Oregon coast are: 

1. Tillamook Head  

(Cannon Beach) 

2. Cape Meares  

(Tillamook) 

3. Yaquina Head  

(Newport) 

4. Yaquina Bay  

(Newport) 

5. Heceta Head 

(Florence) 

6. Umpqua River Light 

(Winchester Bay) 

7. Cape Arago Light  

(Coos Bay)  

8. Coquille River Light  

(Bandon) 
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stained glass. They owned a radio station, retired 

from it, and found they were bored and bought this 

little shop. It is a honey. Sold them some books and 

they bought Sam's, Big Sam, too. 

 

Now, the rhododendrons are starting in earnest. 

They peek out at you from both sides of the road and 

are lovely. Never saw so many.  

 

 
 

Gas at Reedsport. 226.8 miles. Reedsport was an ice 

cream stop. Sand dunes at the Oregon Dunes 

National Recreation Area, are close to Reedsport 

 

The Southern Pacific Railroad lines extended south 

to Coos Bay and led to the development of Reedsport. 

It was a camp for railroad construction workers. 

Reedsport's historic connection with the timber 

industry ended in 1999 with the closing of the 

International Paper plant in nearby Gardiner. 
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Sailed into Coos Bay, and headed for the 

Thunderbird motel with our discount coupon.  

Coos Bay's population as of the 2010 census was 

15,967 residents, making it the largest city on the 

Oregon 

Coast.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coos_Bay,_Oregon - 

cite_note-2 Mileage at 255 miles. 

 
The city borders the city of North Bend, and together they 

are often referred to as one entity called either Coos Bay-

North Bend or the Bay Area. 

 

Approximately 400 years ago, British and Spanish 

explorers first approached the South Coast.[5] In 

1579 Sir Francis Drake is purported to have sought 

shelter for his ship, the Golden Hinde, around Cape 

Arago. 

 

 
 

Headed for Cape Arago. Mileage 270. Found the 

jetty, couldn't believe the big ships come in to the 

harbor this way.  

 

The lighthouse is sitting off shore, unavailable to 

visitors except by permission. Passed Shore Acres 
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like we needed one about every afternoon.  The city 

got its name by virtue of its location at the junction 

of Redwood Highway (U.S. Route 199) and Caves 

Highway (Oregon Route 46) 

 

Grants Pass at 4:30. The city has tried to replace the 

lumber industry with tourism. It is now a very visible part of 

the city. The Rogue River runs through Grants Pass and is 

known for its salmon runs, whitewater rafting, and rugged 

scenery. 

 

The Rogue River mail boat company is "one of only two 

mail carriers delivering the mail by boat in the United 

States";
[64]

 the other is along the Snake River in eastern 

Oregon.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogue_River_%28Oreg

on%29 - cite_note-Meier_150-64 Grants Pass is also the 

birthplace of Dutch Bros. Coffee which began at the "coffee 

house" on the corner of D and 

6th streets in downtown 

Grants Pass. 
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It is 83 miles from Samoa Cookhouse to Cresent 

City. Turned into the Inland Passage to make a 

round trip home& went Hihway 199 to Grants Pass. 

 

 
 

Before we got to Crescent City, we stopped to look at 

the Big Tree.  Glad we did, because we discovered a 

grove of great wonderful redwoods. The BIG one was 

305 feet high, 67 feet in circumference and 21 feet in 

diameter. That's BIG BIG.  

 

A path led us thru many more giant redwoods in a 

cathedral trail that was unbelievably huge. Weather 

perfect for the trail walk, about 4 miles.  

 

Following the Smith River thru the redwoods, we 

were in Jedediab Smith Grove. We marveled at the 

ability of loggers to harvest them. 

 

Collier tunnel next-about mile long. It was getting 

HOT and Cave Junction, Oregon was at hot as 

Yakima.  Had to have an ice cream cone. It seemed 
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State Park--didn't explore, but should have. The 

park features 5 acres  of formal gardens including a 

rose-testing plot and Japanese lily pond. Shore Acres 

was originally an estate owned by Louis Simpson, a 

Coos County timber baron. 

 

Simpson Reef was the stop we enjoyed, because the 

crashing waves were spectacular, and the sea lions 

were having a meeting on the rocks, sunning 

themselves.  

 

 
 

Simpson Reef is one of the few places on the Oregon 

coast where visitors can literally see thousands of 

marine mammals. The overlook is fully accessible 

and has three permanent benches. It is part of the 

Oregon Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

The grounds are lovely and living in or around Coos 

Bay wouldn't be hard to take. The Port of Coos Bay 

is a major wood export port and may also export 

LNG and coal. The Port of Coos Bay could be home 

to a launch site and staging area for a West Coast 
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offshore wind demonstration site. 

 

On to Bandon. It was named by George Bennet, an 

Irish settler in 1873, who named the town after 

Bandon in Ireland, his hometown.  

 

 
 

Ate lunch. 300 miles from home. Went out to see the 

light house at the mouth of the Coquille River. 

Bandon is also the location of the first major 

cranberry bogs on the west coast. The Annual 

Cranberry Festival takes place in the second 

weekend of September. 

 

 12 

 
 

Asked direction to Samoa Cook House. Can go thru 

Arcata or Eureka. We went via Arcata and circled 

back to Eureka via Samoa bridge. 

 

Samoa Cookhouse was the destination of the trip, 

and it was no disappointment. It is the last surviving 

cookhouse in the west, continuing the traditional 

good feed of the lumber camp days & serve 

breakfast, lunch and dinner 7 days a week at 

reasonable prices, and boy, are they busy. 

 

There is a museum in the back room with some 

artifacts of the lumber camp, but Sam didn't see 

anything that was new to him. I bought an ash tray 

and cards, and felt satisfied at finally seeing it.  
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customer recommended the Bonn Motel. Enjoyed our 

own meal and good night's rest.  We'll come back 

here. 

 

Sunday, May 22, 1983 

 

Ate breakfast across the street from our motel and 

headed far California, which is 15 minutes from 

Brookings. An agriculture check at the border.  

 

Then thru the Redwoods. The Redwood National 

Park HQ is located in Crescent City, California. 
Coast redwoods are the tallest trees on Earth, reaching up to 

379 feet and up to 26 feet in diameter. 

On to the California coast, and the Klamath River, 

which offered jet boat rides.  During the latter days 

of the California Gold Rush, an increasing number of 

miners began working streams in the Klamath River 

region in search of gold.  

 

Because the Klamath includes many of the longest 

free-flowing stretches of river in California as well as 

some of its better whitewater runs, it has become a 

popular recreational river. 

 

Drove through Redwood Grove in  Henry Cowell 

Redwoods State Park, in Northern California. It’s is 

a grove of Coast Redwoods with trees from 1400 to 

1800 years-old. 

 

In coastal Orick, California, we stopped for coffee. 

On to Arcata at 10:30am, home to Humboldt State 

University.  

 

 8 

 
In 2000, Tillamook County Creamery Association 

bought the Bandon Cheese brand; on October 4, 

2005, the last of the staff was released and the 

Bandon factory closed. The factory was dismantled 

by 2008. The Bandon Cheese name lives on through 

the Tillamook Cheese company. 

 

Saw Face Rock. On 

the cliff overlooking 

the ocean you can 

easily see the face 

on Face Rock. There 

is a nice trail to the 

beach, 

 

By 1:15 at mile 330 

we turned into Cape 

Blanko.  The wind was strong and we could hardly 

stand up.  
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Cape Blanko is the westernmost point in the state. It 

contests with Cape Alava in Washington for the title 

of westernmost point in the contiguous United 

States. The light house is a Loran Station. Not a sign 

of humanity anywhere. 

 

 Fields of wild iris all over. Took a side road into a 

historic old house that was fixed up by the State and 

Curry County Historical Society. Build in 1892. It 

had unusual round shingles. Closed, so only look in 

windows. 

 

Port Orford at 2:30pm and 346 miles. Ice Cream 

time, again. Hot. The weather from Port Orford 

south is noticeably warmer than the weather north 

of nearby Cape Blanco. The population was 1,153.  

 

In October 1941, then-mayor Gilbert Gable, 

frustrated with the poor condition of the state roads 

around Port Orford, which hampered economic 
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development, suggested that a number of counties 

along the Oregon and California state border should 

secede and create the State of Jefferson. 
 

 
The Seal of the State of Jefferson was a gold mining 

pan with two Xs. The two Xs are known as the 

"Double Cross", and signifies the region's sense of 

abandonment from the governments in both states. 

 

 
 

On to Brookings by 4:15pm and 411 miles. Decided 

to eat in tonight 

because we were 

carrying fresh 

strawberries. 

Stopped at the store 

for milk, and a 




