
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FLYING TO FLORIDA 

March 7 - 17, 1983 
 
 

By Dorothy Churchill 
 

Off to see the cousins at the opposite corner of the 

country. Bought a new tire and a whole 12 pound 

spring Chinook salmon 

in a box for flying and 

drove to Portland. 

Stayed at the Flamingo 

Motel in Portland. 

Sammy called on us 

there with his bottle of 

champagne and stayed for dinner. 

 

 

March 8, 1983 

 

Sam up early about 4:30am, so we wouldn't miss the 

plane. Motel was $40.00 which included 10 days free 

parking and taxi service to and from the planes.  
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Boarded our 727 Stretch at 7am, in 2nd row behind 

first class, A and B by the window. Denver was the 

touch down--985 miles. 

 

Had breakfast at Denver 10:12 MST. Sunny and 

bright. Snow on the ground, but runways clear. By 

11:45 we were all aboard a DC 8 another window 

seat, but much larger aircraft. Enjoyed wine and 

lunch of turkey salad. We'll be flying through Wash, 

Ore, Ida, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, Okla., Ark, 

Louisiana, Ala and Florida. 

 

Arrived Miami at 5:30 EST. Carol, Susan, her 

daughter, John and Corey, grandchildren, met us 

and took us to cousin Bill Frates, where we delivered 

the salmon and enjoyed a nice dinner at Bill's Coral 

Gables home, then off to settle in at Carol's condo. 

 

March 9, 1983 

 

Wonderful to be with Carol. Not so wonderful for 

her, though, since she gave up her bedroom for us 

and slept in the hide-away in her living room. She 

swims every day, mostly at the condo pool, and loves 

it. Mostly, she has it to herself early in the morning. 
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warnings. The clouds darkened, the wind started, 

and a downpour of rain accompanied us to the 

airport. We had to drive slowly to stay on the road.  

 

We really didn't know if the planes would fly or not. 

Flight 757, United DC    loaded us on, and off we 

went right on time, all during the tornado watch. We 

hoped Carol made it home without mishap.  

 

We flew over the clouds. With Bloody Mary’s to help 

us fly, we made it to Denver by 12:30 Denver time. 

We didn't have to transfer luggage, thank goodness, 

but we learned that the gate numbers change and it 

pays to be on time everywhere. It is so much fun to 

people watch, the time slips by. 

 

We boarded our 727 stretch at 2pm, with window 

seats again, and got a good look at all the 

construction happening at the Denver airport. No 

snow on the runway and off we went.  

 

It takes 2 hours and 7 minutes flying time to 

Portland. Now it's scotch time, so that's fun.  

 

About the best view of the Snake River in Idaho. 

Landed at Portland 3:33, called the Flamingo Motel, 

they came far and reunited us with our car and after 

a snack at Humps, Claskanie, we were hack home by 

dark. Wonderful trip. 

# 
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Heading up north to Ocala to spend a few days at 

Bill's horse farm, so picked up some chicken etc. for a 

picnic along the way and started out on the Florida 

expressway. They call rest stops Plazas. We stopped 

at one 162 miles from Orlando, and passed through 

orange groves, and could smell the lovely rich orange 

blossom scent. 

 

Florida is flat, and I missed the undulating 

countryside where viewpoints are vegetation 

cabbage palms, pines, lots of vegetation I couldn't 

identify. Lush, green countryside marked every so 

often with canals for water control.  

 

Arrived Bill's at 5:12, 

found Rose Grove 

Farm, even though it 

was the first time for 

Carol.  

 

All day at the horse 

ranch.  The County is 

one of the major thoroughbred centers of the world, 

with over 1,200 horse farms in total and about 900 

thoroughbred farms.  

 

Watched jockeys train the 

beautiful horses. Elaborate 

complicated job. The horse 

farm is exquisite. Miles of 

fence and all kinds of 

equipment and facilities for 

about 25 high class horses. 

Had Columbia River Chinook  salmon for supper. 

 



 3 

March 11 

 

Another day at the farm. Did some shopping at 

Paddock Mall ate a hot fudge sundae for lunch and 

Bill took us to an fine Chinese Restaurant for 

dinner. Ate Chinese-style lobster. YUM. 

 

March 12 Saturday 

 

Miami. Headed to Miami via Yalaha where Wary 

Flongn lives. She is a long time friend of Carols. 

Lake Country. On Lake Harris at 9:36 am, it was 86 

degrees.  

 

Heading for 

Kennedy 

Space 

Center.  

 

Bought tour 

tickets and 

had a half 

hour before 

our tour 

started so 

bought lunch and ate in the patio where the birds 

helped us. Tour buses were great. Narrated all the 

way.  

 

America's spaceport was 220 square mile reservation 

serving as launch America's place for space shuttle. 

Cape Canaveral is nearby. The Cape was covered by 

the "blue" tour which tells more of the history of the 

program, but we had time for the "red" tour, which 

was the space shuttle part. 
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lobster. You eat only the claws, and the poor crabs 

give up their claws and grow new ones. 

 

March 16 Wednesday 

 

Up for a grand swim with Carol in the pool at her 

condo. Then out for a ride into the country to an 

Amish garden where we bought the biggest 

strawberries I ever saw and ate fresh strawberry 

milkshakes.  

 

Saw groves of 

mango trees in 

full bloom. 

Headed for 

Susan's house, 

Carol's 

daughter, and 

she took us into 

Coral Gable 

estates, an 

exclusive 

guarded area where the land alone in worth 1 

million dollars a lot.  

 

Houses set on the banks of the navigable waterway 

leading right into Biscayne Bay. The yachts parked 

at the back door look like a brochure for the boaters! 

Fantastic huge homes and BOATS of all kinds. 

 

 

Thursday, March 17 

    

Going home day, so started out with a swim with 

Carol at 8 a.m., just ahead of the tornado watch 
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Didn't see it, but had breakfast at a cute place. 

Beach House.  

 

Drove thru Crandon Park, saw the Rusty Pelican 

country club, explored around the Dinner Key, saw 

the city hall that used to be Pan Am headquarters, 

drove thru Coconut Grove, saw the old Plymouth 

Congregational church constructed with coral. 

Beautiful old church, like a page from the past. 

 

Coconut Grove and Coral Gables are suburbs 

separated by one street. Bill lives in Coral Gables, 

but just across the street is Coconut Grove.  

 

 
 

Visited Dadeland, the giant mall near Carol's. Made 

one connection with the book at Waldenbooks. 

Bought a towel rack for our bathroom to remember 

Florida with. Stopped on the way home at Carol's 

favorite fish market and bought stone crab and fresh 

shrimp. Had our first taste of stone crab, and it is 

delicious. Different from Dungeness, more like 
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The Atlantic Missile range came to be NASA, July 8, 

1947. But NASA was established on Oct. 1, 1958 for 

the exploration of space. In 1964 the NASA Kennedy 

Space Center was  built on the adjacent island.  

 

 

This test site 

had been 

selected in 1961 

as the launch 

facility for 

Apollo, the 

moon Mission. 

 

In 1976 came 

the launching 

and landing of 

the Shuttle.  

 

We went into the building, sat along a window and 

were impressed with the actual training devices for 

the moon walk astronauts.  

 

Drove by the 

Vehicle Assembly 

Building where 

space shuttles are 

tested and 

assembled. The 

American flag on 

the side of the 

building is 209 feet 

by 110 feet.  
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Saw an actual Saturn V rocket sting on its side and 

separated into parts, to see the engines for each 

stage. It weighs 2,812 tons!  

 

Then, my 

favorite--the 

transporter 

that carries 

the rocket 

from the VAB 

to the launch 

pad.  

 

A transporter can lift and carry 14,500,000 pounds. 

It is about the size of a soccer field, weighs 6 million 

pounds, and travels along the 3.5 miles  at a 

maximum speed of 1 mph. The crawler way is 7 feet 

thick with a 50 foot median. One cleat weighs 1 ton.  

 

  

Next stop on to Pad  39 A. The Shuttle Challenger 

was on the pad attached to the rocket ready for 

launch but the engines needed some more check-out. 

The shuttle needed paint but the cost and weight 

was so terrific, they launch dull.  
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After the conch train ride, a bit of exploration 

around Mallory Square, lunch at Billie's open garden 

cafe, we started home by 1:30. We made it back to 

Miami in time to pick Carol up from work and take 

her out to dinner at Kelly's, where the special of the 

day was fresh Maine lobster: Wow: 

 

March 15, Tuesday 

 

This was to be our Sea Escape day on the cruise to 

Bahamas. Alas, the porters were on strike and the 

cruise canceled for as long as we were to be in the 

area. We had a bonus day.  

 

 
 

Crossed over to Biscayne Key via causeway and, 

drove by the gorgeous condos and fenced exclusive 

castles. This is where Nixon had his house. 
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The oldest church is the Methodist Old Stone church 

built in 1877. It is constructed of the stone 'quarried 

on the island.  

 

 
 

The Southern most point of land in the continental 

US is a conch shell stand in front of a sign 

designating the spot.  

 

There is a house there that was the cable house 

which housed the cable between LAS and Havana. 

 

At this point, we were 90 miles from Cuba, and 154 

miles from Miami. Mallory Square is the old town. It 

is from here you take the Conch train, buy souvenirs, 

take the trolley, or eat at Billie's. Altitude is 16 feet. 
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The Shuttle program is international. Ten nations of 

European space agency are designing and building 

"Spacelab".  

 

 
 

When the shuttle lands on land, it will land here at 

the Shuttle Landing Facility. It is one of the longest 

runways in the world, at 15,000 ft, and is 300 ft wide 

 

The Mate-Demate Device is used when the shuttle is 

transported by the Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, a 747. 

Saw the launch viewing VIP and press. Looks like 

the theater with no show. It is about 3 2 miles from 

launch. 

 

After the tour, we watched a movie in one of 2 

theaters at the visitors center, looked around at all 

the rockets and headed down the coast about 40 

miles to Melbourne.  

 

March 13 Sunday 

 

Up early and on our way back to Ft. Pierce at 9. 

West palm Leach at 10. Toll $3.10. On in to Miami 

and brunch at Wags, near Carol's apt. Rest of 

Sunday spent washing, resting. 
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March 14 Monday 

 

Up and on our way by 7am in Carol's car to explore 

Key West. Took Highway 1 and went 154 miles to 

Key West over 42 bridges. 

 

 

 
 

Who knows how many little keys are around Florida. 

Key Largo is the first and is the largest. 

 

 
 

The chain of islands is connected by the road built on 

the old living coral roadbed of the Florida Overseas 

Railroad built in 1912. The highway was built 

parallel to the railway which was not rebuilt 

following the Labor Day hurricane of 1935. 
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Key West was again isolated until 1938 when the 

overseas hiway was built. It never freezes at Key 

West. It claims to be the only city in the lower 48 

states never to have had a frost. 

 

In 1888, the main occupation was salvage from 

wrecked ships. It prompted people to build captain's 

walks on top of their house.  

 

Points of interest along the Tourist Conch Train ride 

are the Audubon House, where John James Audubon 

was a guest. It was made into a museum, by Litchell 

'Wolfson, a native son of Key West. It was here 

Audubon painted the great white crowned pigeon in 

a Geiger tree.  

 

 
 

Other points of interest are the Earnest Hemingway 

House, where he really lived from 1932 to 1961. He 

wrote "To Have and Have Not" here. 

 

Next, the president’s gate. This leads to the Little 

White House and is open only to presidents.  

 

President Kennedy was the last to use it. The oldest 

house in Key West was built on 1925.  




